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A Thousand Words 
 

Photographers in the Southwest Corner 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The following biographical information owes much to “Manitoba Photographers, 
1858 to Present”, prepared by Dr. Gordon Goldsborough and available on the 
website of the Manitoba Historical Society. It is supplemented by information 

from local histories, local museums, and online photo archives. 
 

Photos included are just samples from a large inventory of available images. 
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Photographers in the Southwest Corner 
 

 
Anderson, Mr.  (Killarney) - Anderson and Scott had a studio in in 1905 
 
Ashley, J.T.   (Cartwright) 
 

 
 
Bates, William, John    (Baldur, Fairfax, Alexander, Elkhorn) 
 

 
 
Born in Ontario, Edward came to Manitoba in 1894 and worked as a teacher at 
Dominion City School, where he met the prominent photographer George A. 
Barrowclough. He supported his family as a teacher and itinerant photographer, 
specializing in real photo postcards of small towns in southern Manitoba and 
eastern Saskatchewan. The family lived at Newdale, while he was the Principal 
of Wellington School (1906-1907) and Newdale School (1907-1908), and at 
Winnipeg (1908-1911) while he was a student at the Manitoba Medical College. 
After graduation, he practiced medicine in Manitoba and Saskatchewan. 
 

 
 
Examples of his work in Southwestern Manitoba include street scenes of Baldur, 
Fairfax, Alexander, and Elkhorn. 
 
Other work in Manitoba includes photos from Franklin, Birtle, Strathclair, Plumas, 
Arden, Bagot, Hargrave, Sidney, Elm Creek, Starbuck, St, Norbert, Oakville, and 
Makinak  
 
**See Profiles Section 
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Brown Albert E. “Bert” (?-1916)   (Reston) 
 
Albert worked with the Winnipeg Photo Company at Reston for a period before 
moving west, farming near Lethbridge, Alberta for a time. He died of tuberculosis 
at Calgary on 2 March 1916. 
 
Burgess Frederick C.   (Hartney) 
 
Campbell, A.M.  (Melita) 
 
Melita Gallery was owned by A. M. Campbell, (1887 – 1892) sold to George 
Davidson (see Deloraine) in 1892 and was open one to six days a month. 
 
A. M. Campbell was elected MPP in 1888  - 1899   
 
Chapple, Gladys   (Elkhorn) 
 
Gladys Chapple was born in 1891 and grew up in the district. Under the guidance 
of Mr. J. Mooney she was an ardent photographer, developing her own pictures, 
some of which are still quite clear.  P218  
 
Clark, Fred   1914 -  1917  (Deloraine) 
 
Colpitts, Mr.  (Ninette) 
 
Old timers speak of his driving around the Wawanesa Plains with his horse and 
buggy as he went from place to place taking pictures. After operating the first 
Ninette post office from Jan. to Nov. of 1894 he sold his farm in favor of a 
photographer's office in Brandon.  

 
 
E. O. Cooper  (Wawanesa – 1906 – 07) 
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Several photos in the Wawanesa local history (Sipeweske) are attributed to E. O. 
Cooper. 

 
 
Danellion, George  (Deloraine) 1894 - 96 
 
Davidson, Alvin 1905  (Deloraine & Cartwright) 
 
Davidson Brothers – 1898 - Frank Davidson & George Davidson (Deloraine. 
Melita and Souris) 
 
The Davidson Brothers were advertising in In Deloraine 1898 
 
In 1900, Davidson Brothers visited for two week periods from Brandon, and by 
1903, visits were from Souris. In 1908, Davidson Co. Studio was above T. B. 
Brooks' store and was open two to three days of every month until 1925 when 
the business was sold to W. Brown.  
 
Davidson, George  (Deloraine1890’s) 
 
Mr. Davidson’s Melita Gallery (1892) moved to Deloraine in 1893.  
 
“Geo. Davidson, Photographer, has over-hauled and refilled his showcase with 
farm and threshing scenes, which gives it a very attractive appearance.”  1893 
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'Only four weeks to think about having your photo taken. Davidson, the 
Photographer, closes his gallery April 15th. Cabinet photos $3. per dozen $2.50 
per half-clozen. Davidson, Photographer, Deloraine.  1894 
 
Davidson, John  (Souris – 1883) 
 
Davidson, Mary  ( Souris 1906 – 1908) 
 
Davidson, W. A.   (Melita  1914 – 1925) 
 

 
 
Durrant George E.  (Hartney - Elgin)   
 
George Durrant produced an impressive body of work in Hartney and Elgin over 
a period of a few years around 1905. We know that he also worked in the 
Treherne area, likely around 1911, as the only record we have of him in Manitoba 
Vital Statistics is that he was married in the RM of Victoria in that year. 
 
Other than that the man is a bit of a mystery. Like many other entrepreneurs, 
homesteaders, professionals and service providers he came to town seeing an 
opportunity and likely left when a more attractive opportunity presented itself. He 
didn’t stay long enough to put down roots and certainly not long enough for his 
family history to be included in the local history 
 

 
 
Numerous Hartney and Elgin scenes were recorded by Durrant, and available in the 
Grasslands Collection. 
 
**See Profiles Section 
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Edwards, Percy Charles   (Killarney 1904 – 1952) 

(Also served Boissevain, Manitou and Pilot Mound)   

 
 
P.C. Edwards was born into a large family in Kentish Town, London, Eng. He 
started in photography at an early age in a large studio in London. There he 
became an accomplished photographer and technician and remembered working 
on many portraits of Queen Victoria, other Royalty and heroes of the Boer War.  

In 1903 he came to Canada, intending to settle on a homestead in 
Saskatchewan, but decided to get off the train in Boissevain. He worked on a 
farm and in a tinsmith shop that winter and came to Killarney in 1904 to open a 
studio with a Mr. Scott. Scott left for the US in 1910 and PC operated the studio 
until his death.  
 
The studio was first located upstairs on the east side of Broadway about where 
No. 523 is now. In 1917 a fire destroyed several businesses in that part of the 
block and he lost everything as well as all of the negatives of the early days of 
Killarney. Many prints of these negatives are around today, especially in the JAV 
David Museum. The building was rebuilt by P.J. Sherlock and the studio 
reopened on the ground floor. 
 

 
 
Edwards Photo Studio – second floor of the (first) Sherlock Block 
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P.C. saw many changes in photography, from the days of glass plates to roll film. 
In early days he would load up a buggy and drive around the country taking 
pictures of the threshing outfits so workers from the east could send home 
pictures of the wild west. He operated studios in Cartwright, Crystal City, Pilot 
Mound and Manitou for many years.  
 

 
 
At Killarney Lake - Edwards was fond of outdoor photography, which offered 
special challenges. 
 
Numerous Killarney scenes are available in the J.S.V. David Museum Collection. 
 
 
An Anecdote from “Trails & Crossroads” 

The first mixed train reached Killarney on January 3, 1886, according to the 
records of the Canadian Pacific Railway. This was a great day for the people of 
Killarney. New arrivals came in reasonable comfort by train, and the day of the 
long trek to Brandon was ended. The first regular passenger train arrived on 
March 28, 1886. It came three times a week, and going down to see the train 
come in became a favorite pastime. Often, however, the train was late. When W. 
J. Wood brought his family from England, they had been delayed by icebergs, 
and his daughter and her husband failed to meet them. They were standing 
wondering what to do when P. C. Edwards, the photographer, spoke to them and 
called Mr. Wood by name. He recognized him because he had enlarged a 
photograph of him and was able to direct him to the home of his daughter, Mrs. 
Thomas Howell.  
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A photographer did not make much money during the thirties and many a 
chicken or quarter of beef was traded for Christmas portraits. With the war years, 
business picked up and most of Killarney's servicemen and women had their 
portraits taken by P.C. before they went over-seas.  
 
**See Profiles Section 
 

 

Everett, Frank  (Baldur)  
 
Frank Everett and Ellen (Nellie) Everett were married in Berkshire, England, in 
1901. Frank worked at his trade of photographer until, in 1905, they decided to 
immigrate to Canada with their son Jack, born in 1903.   
 
Goodwin, R.  (Deloraine 1900) 
 
Gorrill. Fred   (Fairfax  1905) 
 
Graham, T.S.   (Melita) 
 

 
 
Jacobs, Mr. E. F.  - Lauder 
 
From the Lauder History…. 
 
A file of several hundred photographs has been gathered. They were copied from 
those lent by many people whose help has been very much appreciated. Of 
particular interest is a large box full of negatives on 4" x 5" glass loaned by Frank 
Jacobs. They were the work of his father, Mr. E. F. Jacobs, who has probably 
done more to preserve the history of Lauder and its people than any other 
person. His photographs are spread across Canada and are valued possessions 
of many of the old timers and their descendants. Many of the photos loaned were 
originally produced from the Jacobs negatives.  
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Jenkins, John S.  (Deloraine 1906…) 
 
John Sampson Jenkins was born at Camborne in the County of Cornwall, 
England, on October 15. 1861. The family came to Canada in 1887, first to 
Aylmer, Ontario and later to Belleville. In 1906 they moved to Deloraine. 
 
Mr. Jenkins introduced moving pictures to this part of the Province, with movies 
shown for years in the Opera House, as well as travelling to Waskacla and 
Napinka for showing there. His Photo Studio was well-known in the area, having 
taken over the Davidson Studio soon after coming to Deloraine. It was operated 
by Mr. Jenkin and then the business was taken over by his daughter, Carrie, who 
had worked with her father.  
 
Jenkins, Carrie 
 
From the Deloraine History… 
 
Another woman next door, Carrie Jenkins, has an equally fascinating occupation. 
She is a photographer, in fact, “the" photographer for Deloraine. Inside her small 
shop next to the Jubilee Theatre (her father operated the first movie in town) the 
smell of chemicals used in photo processing is pervasive. Carrie has time to 
spend with boys and shows them a picture taken when the two of them were just 
five . - she had captured them on film right out in front of her shop in the 
company of three others, all with suckers in their mouths.  
 

 
 
Kohler, Stanley - Glenboro 
 
Stanley was a farmer and a photographer. Many of the early photos of events, 
families and other activities in the Millford and later the Treesbank and Stockton 
areas were taken by him.  
 
Lane E.L. (Glenboro) 
 
Lane had a studio in Glenboro, likely for a short time prior to about 1905, and 
was responsible for at least one of the fine photos of Baldur in the James Wall 
Collection. 
 
Markle.  W. E.  (Boissevain 1892)  
 
W. E. Markle had very aggressive advertisements in the Globe in Boissevain, but 
seems to have been around for only a couple of months.  
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The first flour mills, picture taken 1889 - Photo courtesy W. Moncur    p31  BH1 
 
Marshman, Thomas  (Hartney 1891 – 1893) 
 

 
 
Martel, William Angus (Brandon & Area) 
 
There were several photographers in Brandon that travelled to rural sites. 
 

 
 
Born in New York City on 1 December 1851, Martel and his wife Theresa had 
three children, all of whom worked with him in the photography business: Isabel 
Martel (b 1872), William Angus Martel (1875-1958), and Frank A. Martel (b 
1881). Around 1898, they came to Manitoba and established a photography 
business at Brandon, with a satellite studio at Morden, relocating in 1903 to 
Winnipeg. The Martels eventually moved to Los Angeles, California where W. A. 
Martel opened a studio. 
 
In 1899, William Martel & Son had a tent studio in Melita. 
 
 
  

Boissevain's first flour mills, picture taken 1889 - Photo courtesy W. Moncur 

1914-J. Richardson replaces R. Hurt as plant engineer. 
1915-K.W. charge reduced from 20c to 15c. 
1918-Rest room established and grant made. 
1920-G. C. Smith resigns. H. J. Phillips appointed Sec. Treas. 
1922-$7,500.00 debenture sold at 77c, for erection of skating rink. 
1929-By-Iaw passed to accept Manitoba Hydro for power in 

Boissevain. J. B. Young resigns as Constable. Geo. Williams 
appointed. 

1930-1937-Relief issues main business of council. 
1944-H. J. Phillips passes. C. N. Mains appointed Sec. Treas. 
1946-Memorial Hospital building commenced. 
1952-Waterworks question again considered. 
1954-Construction waterworks system underway. 
1955-June 15th official opening of waterworks system. 
1956-Boissevain and District celebrate 50-75 Jubilee. 

BOISSEVAIN TODAY 
Realizing that many ex-residents who read this book will be 

unable to visit the old home town, we feel it necessary to add a 
few brief lines. 

The town has now a first class paved highway, No. 10, running 
north through Brandon to the Riding Mountain Park, and beyond 
to the Swan River country; and running south to connect with 

Q.ueen's livery and Queen's hotel - Photo courtesy Wm. Lee 

- 31-
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George A. Martin (Killarney) 
 
 

 
 
As far as is known the first photographer in Killarney was a Mr. Martin. He is 
listed as one of the “Professional and Business Men in Killarney before 1900. 
 
Born in Ontario on 23 October 1861, he died at Killarney on 20 March 1924 and 
was buried in Killarney Cemetery. 
 
He probably did not have a studio and did only a small amount of work. 
 

 
 
This threshing scene is by George A. Martin  
 

 
 
McKim, Walter J. – 1899 (Boissevain & Killarney) 
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McArter, John - Hartney 
 
John McArter was born in Huron County, Ontario. He received his public and 
high school education there. He took up Professional Photography and had a 
studio in Brussels, Ontario. He came to Manitoba first in 1901, but returned to the 
East to dispose of his business. He came back to Hartney in 1904 and bought 
the Hartney Photo Studio where he was in business until his death April 30, 
1915. He took many pictures of pioneer farming in the Hartney area. He was an 
active member of St. Paul's Presbyterian Church. He was an avid curler, taking 
part in all the surrounding bonspiels and coming home with many trophies.  

 
 
One of many “Hartney” photos by McArter 
 
**See Profiles Section 
 

 
 
McDonald, Norman 
 

 
 
Norman McDonald worked in Hartney from 1903 – 07. 
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A McDonald photo of Elgin. 
 

 
 
McKay John – Farmer and amateur photographer. (Neelin) 
 
McTavish, A.  (Pipestone 1900) 
 

 
 
Miers, James E.    (Boissevain 1894 – 1900) 
 
In 1893 James E. Miers established the Boissevain Photographic Studio which 
he operated until he sold to W. J. McKim in 1899. In the meantime F. W. Plows 
was also doing photography, in 1894.  
 
 

 
 
Photographer Meirs visits Henderson Bros. threshing outfit in the Caranton 
district northwest of Boissevain 1887 - Courtesy W. D. Henderson, Brandon  
  
 
 

Photographer Meirs visits Henderson Bros. threshing outfit in the Caranton 
district northwest of Boissevain 1887 - Courtesy W. D. Henderson, Brandon 

In looking back over the experiences of those early days, we 
who today live in our good homes with electric light and appli-
ances, telephone, radio, television, cars and tractors, our highways 
and market roads, should stop and pay tribute to the fortitude, 
perseverance, the high hopes, farsightedness and many heart-aches 
of the pioneer men and women who laid the foundation for all the 
privileges we enjoy today. 

Allen J. Haight 

WHITEWATER 
In the late 1890's and early 1900's Whitewater consisted of five 

elevators, built in the following order: Morton No.2, later known as 
the "King Coal" elevator, so named after the fellow who was grain, 
buyer, John Brondgeest, who had been given that nickname. Then 
followed Dominion Grain, Lake of the Woods, the Imperial. 
Imperial had a lumber yard which also housed Bill Hanley's butcher 
shop, the beef being killed at Boissevain. Sid Fyson, employed by 
Hanley, drove a meat van throughout the district at this time. A 
large general store, operated by George Morton, with living quar-
ters above, did a big business. He also had a boarding house of con-
siderable size. Tom Sheppard and Son had the John Deere and 
McCormick machinery agency. Billy Scott apparently had an 
interest in this agency for a short time. 

-49-
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Charles Ignatious Meyers  
 

 
 
Born at Toronto, Ontario on 27 August 1892, son of Charles L. Meyers and 
Elizabeth Doran, he came to Winnipeg with his family in the early 20th century 
where he began working as a photographer. In 1918, in the late days of the First 
World War, he enlisted in the Canadian Expeditionary Force. Following his 
military discharge in 1919, operating out of a Winnipeg studio on Notre Dame 
Avenue, he ventured around southern Manitoba into the 1920s, taking 
photographs that were made into postcards, many of which survive today. He 
later returned to Toronto where he continued working as a photographer. 
 

 
 
Oak Lake was a long way from home; often photographers would travel in a 
circuit.   
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Meyers has left us several photos of the village of Minto. 

 
 
Morrish Albert E.  (Crystal City 1902 - 1916) 
 
Born at Goderich, Ontario on 25 December 1881, he moved with his familiy to 
North Dakota around 1890, living there until 1902 when they relocated to Crystal 
City. Starting around 1904, he began working as a photographer, operating a 
studio at Crystal City until 1916 (in partnership with William J. Stanlake around 
1907), and taking postcard views at various towns around southern Manitoba. In 
the early 1920s, he operated the Davidson Studio at Brandon in partnership with 
Frank W. Weekes. He later had the Morrish Studio at Neepawa until at least 
1947.  
 

 
 
This photo of Rock Lake is by A. Morrish.  He worked in Brandon, Crystal City, 
Pilot Mound, and Virden from 1904 – 1923 
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Murney, Walter  (Baldur 1904) 
 
Walter Murney was a photographer and worked with S. Frederickson in 1904, as 
travelling photographers, selling pictures from 25 cents a dozen up. In 1905, 
Murney set up a study in T.W. Sexsmith's hotel.  
 
Nelson, Frank  (Baldur, Glenora) 
 
Frank was born and raised in the Glenora area. 
 
He was an avid photographer and took post card size pictures, doing all the 
developing himself. He was always on hand at the house parties taking pictures 
of those present; people were always very co-operative at arranging themselves 
for a picture. Many of the pictures are around today and in very good condition.  
 
Nicholson, John  
 
Boissevain's first photographer appears to have been John Nicholson, in 1892.  
Based at Boissevain between 1888 and 1893, Nicholson sold his photographic 
equipment in the latter year. 
 
Ongley, E. E. (Glenboro) 
 
Osborne P.J.  (Boissevain)  
 
By 1904 Osborne's Studio was located over what is now Pringle's store. He was 
Boissevain's photographer for many years.  
 

 
 
One of Osborne’s early photos of Boissevain. 
 
Earlier Mr. Osborne's name appears on photographs in Killarney   
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This photo of the construction of the Great Northern line near Bunclody bears 
Osborne’s inscription. 
 
The Boissevain Library and Archives has many of Osborne’s Photos  and others 
Boissevain & Area images.  
 
**See Profiles Section 
 
Overend, George  (Ninette) 
 
George Overend took that first picture of the new-born village photographed from 
the west hill, for he was Ninette's first amateur photographer. 
 
Plows. F.W.  (Boissevain ca. 1894) 
 
Paynter, Joseph – 1899 – 1918 (Carberry) 
 
Pope, Charles  (1900 - Melita) - Pope had a studio next door to the Metropolitan 
Hotel.  
 

 
 
A.P.  (Wawanesa)  
 
An unknown photographer known only by the initials A.P. also provided some 
photos of Wawanesa in its early days. 
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Walter Royle  (Reston & Area) 
 

 
 
Walter Royle took this shot of this church that still stands in the village of 
Pipestone. He worked there in the 1920’s 
 
Born at West Didsbury, England around 1887, he graduated from the Glasgow 
Bible Training College and emigrated to Canada in 1910, where he was a 
student missionary in Alberta. He graduated from Manitoba College in 1914 and 
became an ordained Presbyterian minister. His first pastoral posting was at 
Moore Park, and he subsequently served at Presbyterian (later United) churches 
at Tilston, Griswold, and Pipestone (1920-1922). 
 
In the 1920s, he took photographs around Pipestone that were made into 
commercial postcards. 
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Saunders, Brabazon Joseph  (Napinka, Reston, Waskada 1904 – 1915) 
 
Born at Islington, Middlesex, England in January 1870, he emigrated to Canada 
in 1899 and worked as a photographer at Galt, Ontario until at least 1902. He 
was living at Napinka as of late 1905, working as a photographer, either alone or 
in partnership with Leslie Witmer Eaton. It is believed that Saunders was the 
proprietor of the Winnipeg Photo Company, which produced good quality 
postcards showing scenes throughout southwestern Manitoba and southeastern 
Saskatchewan. These areas are consistent geographically with the satellite 
studios that Saunders operated in this region. By 1916, Saunders had moved to 
Winnipeg where he worked as a baker. By 1921, he was operating the 
photography studio Goodfellow & Saunders at Mount Dennis. 
 
Saunders was on the Napinka Voters List from 1902 – 1912 and listed as a 
resident,  B. Saunders, photographer  1905 – 1913.   
 

 
 
A detail from a 1910 photo of Nakinka’s Main Street shows the Photo Studio. 
 
He was also listed as:  Saunders Art Studio (1911):  Saunders & Eaton  (Reston 
& Waskada) 1906, and may have been involved in the Western Photograph 
Company – 1914 – 1915. 
 
A postcard mailed in 1911 features the Souris River At Napinka.  The captioning 
style of this image is identical to the style of Winnipeg Photo from Napinka, but 
the imprint on the reverse credits it; "Photo By Western Art Gallery, Oxbow, 
Sask." 
 
**See Profiles Section – “Winnipeg Photo Co” 
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Scott, Mr. In 1904 Mr. Scott and P.C. Edwards bought a studio in Killarney from a 
Mr. McKim. 
 
Silverdale & Nelson  (Melita & Area  - Outdoor photographers, were in the area in 
1914) 
 
Smith, Ernest R. T.  (Carberry)  
 
Smith, Edgar  (Glenboro) 
 
Edgar Smith, son of John B. and Sarah Smith, was born in Nottingham, England, 
April 21, 1873. Following his school education he learned the photographic trade 
from his father, who was in the photography business under the name of J. B. 
Smith and Son (oldest brother, Fred) and they had won prizes for their 
photographs from 1865 to the 1880's. 
 
In 1903 Mr. E. Smith came out to Canada and went to Grenfell, Saskatchewan 
where he worked at bricklaying until April 1904, when he went back to England 
and married Ada L. Hall, daughter of George and Louisa Hall. Following their 
marriage they came to Canada and settled in Glenboro, Manitoba.  
 
He purchased the Photographic Studio from E. L. Lane and was in this business 
until 1922  
 
Stephens, C.B.  (Deloraine)  Photo Art Studio - C. B. Stephens. Artist.  
 

 
 
Stevens, Fred  (Baldur 1890’s) 
 
In the summer of 1882, Fred Stevens came to Manitoba from England, to seek 
his fortune in farming. After looking around, he decided on a farm south of 
Baldur.   He continued to farm until the boys were old enough to carry on. Fred 
and Elizabeth moved to Baldur in 1920, when Fred purchased the "Baldur 
Gazette". He operated it until his death in 1940.  
 
Several examples of Fred’s photography appeared in a Special Historical Edition 
of the Baldur Gazette in Sept. 1899.  
 

 

Winnipeg Elevator, Dominion 
Elevator, Roller Mill, Rink, Northern 

Elevator 
 

**See the Products Section 
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Alexander Barton Thom [A. B.] (1849-1926) 
 
Thom’s photographic achievements throughout western Canada in the 1880s 
and 1890s have been described as “among the most artistic and professional in 
the West for that period,”  
 
Thom was born at Stratford, Ontario in February 1849, His younger brother, John 
S. Thom Jr., established a general store at Lucan, Ontario where he also 
dabbled in photography. Perhaps this is where Alexander got his start in the 
craft. Thom arrived in Manitoba sometime in 1880 and in October purchased a lot 
at Nelsonville, where he intended to open a photography studio in the spring of 
the following year.  
 
By May 1883, Thom had formed a photographic partnership at Winnipeg with 
Fred V. Bingham, which lasted until 1886. During this period, Thom was primarily 
an itinerant who spent much of his time travelling in western Canada, taking 
numerous photographs in the spectacular mountain ranges west of Calgary. 
During 1886, for example, he took over 2,000 views along the Canadian Pacific 
Railway route through the Rockies.  
 
During the winters of 1885 through 1889, and possibly later, he spent his winters 
travelling through the USA and England, giving presentations illustrated with his 
images. Thom believed the presentations benefitted the Canadian Pacific 
Railway and immigration to western Canada, and he used this argument to 
support his request that the railway provide a railway car as a portable 
photographic studio. 
 
Thom maintained his base of operations in Manitoba. In 1890, he resided at 
Stonewall, then at Winnipeg from 1891 to 1894. In 1892, he opened a studio at 
Carman with a Mr. Pontreath in charge. He had a studio at Regina from 1894 to 
1897, and one at Brandon from 1896 to 1900 with a satellite studio on Fourth 
Street in Wawanesa from 1897.  
 
After closing his Wawanesa photography studio in 1904, Thom settled down to 
the life of a bachelor farmer on a homestead southwest of St. Claude.  

 
 
Watson J.A.   (Melita  1896 – 1899) 
 
Watson, W.J.  (Souris 1892 – 1894) 
 
Watt, F.E.  (Melita)  In 1905-1907 F. E. Watt worked from a small building near 
the Methodist Church, and with a tent visited small towns around, their visits 
lasting two to three weeks at a time 
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Winnipeg Photo Co. Office (Napinka 1904 – 1913) 
 
The inscription on this photo taken in Waskada reads, “Winnipeg Photo Co. 
Napinka. A visitor to Napinka today might find it odd, but in the early 1900’s, 
Napinka had a Photo Studio.  That tells us two things. First, Napinka was a much 
bigger town in 1904. But, even so, there was work for photographers 
everywhere. It was a service that was seeing a surge in demand, as pioneer 
farmers and businessmen were becoming established and had finally had a bit of 
disposable income. 
 

 
 
Brabazon Joseph Saunders was the proprietor of the Winnipeg Photo Company, 
He was based in Napinka with satellite studios elsewhere in the region. Saunders 
was on the Napinka Voters List from 1902 – 1912 and listed as a resident,  B. 
Saunders, photographer  1905 – 1913.   
 
The Winnipeg Photo Company has left us the most extensive existing 
photographic record of a region stretching from Cartwright to Pierson and 
Reston. The photos are among the highest quality to have been passed down 
from the first decade of the 20th century. 
 
**See Profiles Section 
 

 
 
 


