The Adventures of a Radar
Repairman: The Alton Breault Saga

“Atop a Pyramid, Giza, 1942: ‘A long way up—but we made it! A 17 minute climb.’

On August 25, 1942, off the
coast of Scotland, a plane crashed
into Ailsa Craig, a rocky “chunk of
mountain” in the North Sea. The
brother of King George VI, Prince
George, also known as the Duke of
Kent, along with 14 Royal Air
Force comrades, died in the crash.
Staff at the Royal Air Force
Radar Station, at North Cairn,
Scotland, were using the innovative Radio Detecting and Ranging
(RADAR) device to track flights.
They watched helplessly as they
saw the situation developing.
They had no knowledge about the
craft involved and were under
strict radio silence.
Alton Breault was there.
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Colonel’s inspection, the P.A. system malfunctioned. The trainees
were asked if anyone knew how to
fix it. It so happened that Alton, a
ham radio enthusiast, had just that
sort of experience. He and a few
others raised their hands. The next
thing he knew, he was being recruited into the Royal Canadian Air
Force (R.C.A.F.) at two grades
above the usual beginners rank,
and given the Trade Designation
WEM(R). He knew that the letters
stood for Wireless Electrical Mechanic. What the R stood for remained a secret – as were the
other details of his posting.
It wasn’t until he was overseas
that he learned that his wartime
duties would involve something
they called Radio Direction Finding,
and that he would be trained as a
Radar Mechanic.
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towards the outdoor latrines and
advised to be careful with the
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How did a small town boy from
Deloraine get from here to there?
It all started when Alton was
serving his compulsory basic
training at Winnipeg. During a

ast usually built or
assembled his own
equipment. One had
to have more than
basic electronic skills. That made
him a perfect candidate for the
new field of RADAR, which was being aggressively pursued for the
military advantages it offered.
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(Top) Visiting a Roman Coliseum at Amman, TransJordan
(Above) Alton was in charge of water supply – at one of
his desert postings.
Sources:
Alton Breault, Personal Interview, Dec. 2014.
Alton Breault. “Live and Learn, A Radar Mechanic Recalls Experiences During
World War II.” 2007
Photos: Personal Album courtesy Alton Breault
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