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the home of William Walker in the Lyleton district.
When John Renton and his family
came west in 1880, they settled within
a mile of the Land Titles Office, it was a
natural place for a stopping place. It
also happened to be where the community held church services – guests
arriving on a Saturday night would
likely have appreciated that.
The earliest stopping houses also
acted as informal postal outlets until a
proper post office could be applied for
and established. This was true of the
Elliott and Gould homes, and some
operators like John Nelin, who was located along the Heaslip Trail.
The farm home operated by Henry
Dann, near Lyleton, soon became the
Butterfield Post Office in addition to
offering travellers a place to stay.
Several places catered to the many
established settlers who needed to
make trips to Turtle Mountain for
wood. Henry Albert Harris ran a stopping place where Primrose School was
later located. It was perfectly placed
for teamsters hauling to the Elgin and
Souris areas.
The need faded as the railway
reached into the southwest and towns
were created. The long trips to Brandon were ended. Boarding houses and
hotels were quickly built and these met
the needs of the travelling public.
As late as 1890 John Walton operated a stopping house on a rented farm
near Deloraine to service “all the teams
hauling grain and provisions to and
from this western area.” There is little
mention of them after that, but for that
short time between the arrival of first
settlers in about 1878, until the establishment of towns, between 1885
(Boissevain) and 1890 (Hartney and
Melita), there were at least a dozen of
these important and interesting institutions - perfect examples of the practical
pioneer approach to meeting a need.
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