Waskada Park

1906—Present

 The Waskada Park in 1946, looking southeast.
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be planted along the north edge of
the park to keep the snow off the railway tracks. From local residents a few
silver leaf poplars were obtained,
along with some elm and native
chokecherry bushes. The summer after the planting was a fine one and
every single tree grew.
A St. Patrick’s day concert was held
at the park every year to help pay for
improvements to the grounds. A levy
was also put on activities that took
place in the park, 10% of gate sales
going to the town for upkeep of the
park.
Over its more than one hundred
year history, many activities have
taken place in the park: horse racing,
football, golf, skating, and of course
baseball. After 1922 the Waskada Agricultural Society used the grounds,
erecting an exhibition hall, poultry
barn, buildings for stock and pens for
pigs and sheep. Many excellent fairs
were hosted on the grounds, though
they were eventually put out of business by the drought of the 30’s and
the technological advancements facing the agricultural industry. Interest
in horse racing decreased after most
farms took up motorised farming as
opposed to using horse power. The
buildings were dismantled and incorporated into the rink.
In 1962 a plaque was unveiled by
the west gate, commemorating
Sankey as well as others for their role
in developing the park.
In the 1970s improvements were
made to modernise the park facilities.
The Lions Club partnered with the
town council to replace the privy on
the grounds with flush toilets. The
town council also started a small
trailer camping area in the park. A
road was gravelled and electricity
brought over from the grand stand to
provide a light and plugs for trailers.
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