Elva Elevator

1892—Present

on the Canadian Pacific Railway
line.
The elevator’s construction
dates sometime between 1892
and 1899 and displays a characteristic squat style which was
used prior to 1910. This design
sets it apart from other prairie
elevators. It was built by the
Lake of the Woods Milling Company of Winnipeg, which was
incorporated in 1887 with the
intention of building and operating a network of grain elevators throughout western Canada. Before the turn of the century, the Lake of the Woods
Milling Co was one of Manitoba’s top companies in the
grain industry. The Lake of the
Woods Elevator shared the
business from the community of
 The elevator in Elva still stands after being built over a century ago.
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Left: The Elva Elevator, with the new
Cargill Elevator in
the distance.
Right: Matt Pedden
served as the Lake
of the Woods agent
in Elva in 1912.
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unlikely. Soon after, it became
managed by the Ogilvie Milling
Co when that company
merged with Lake of the
Woods Co in 1954. In 1959 it
was purchased by Manitoba
Pool Elevators, which closed
the elevator in the late 1960s.
The building was then sold to a
private farmer. Despite its
changing of hands several
times, the title on the side of
the building still reflects its
original ownership by Lake of
the Woods.
Today the old Lake of the
Woods elevator shares its seat
beside the railway with a
United Grain Growers Elevator
which is also inactive. The elevators, though now dormant,
sit alongside an active Canadian Pacific Railway line. Elva
continues to be a major grainhandling centre: in 2000 a
large Agricore elevator was
built near Elva with 14,500
metric tonnes of storage
space. This facility was purchased by Cargill in 2007. In
2012 Cargill announced its intention of expanding the facility in order to accommodate
storage capacity for 24,500
tonnes.
Currently there is an effort
to preserve the Elva elevator,
though exactly what its future
will look like is unclear.

The Growth of Elva

Top: Looking down Elva’s main street in 1940
Bottom: The community of Elva, from the air
looking west.
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