Grande Clairière
One spring day in France, 1885, 30 year old Father Gaire came home from Mass to find a brochure
in his mailbox. It had been written by a FrenchCanadian priest, inviting Frenchmen to immigrate to
Canada. Gaire felt called by God to help populate
western Canada with colonists and eventually he
was granted permission from his bishop to go.
He arrived in Winnipeg on May 21st 1888 and
boarded a train to take him to Oak Lake, the most
westerly parish accessible by train. Once there, he
struck out to the southwest to find a suitable location to establish a new community. A little to the
north of the Lauder Sandhills he found a large clearing that pleased him. He decided to establish his
community here and name it “Grande Clairière.”
Gaire applied for a homestead nearby the only
other house that was in the area: that of the family
of Thomas Breland. The Métis family welcomed the
enthusiastic young priest. Using the simple table in
Breland’s home as an altar, Gaire held his first Mass
on July 22, 1888. In
attendance were the
three Métis families
who lived close by.
Gaire soon realised that the 4 by 5 meter house he built originally
was too small for the variety of functions it was being asked to perform: that of kitchen, dining room,
parlour, bedroom and chapel. With help from some
of his parishioners, Gaire began an addition to his
house to serve as a chapel. The space celebrated its
first Mass on Nov. 25th and was attended by 8 Métis families, two French-Canadian families and two
families from France. It was still a modest number,
but Gaire was pleased that attendance at his services had tripled over a period of only three months.
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1888—Present

Services are still held in
the church today

Grande Clairière’s ample congregation, photographed
here in front of their second church, built in 1890.
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