Retelling History: The Dakota Experience
Eva McKay visited Deloraine in the 1980s to speak to Bob Caldwell’s grade 11
class. After school she took a personal trip with Bob Caldwell to visit for the first
time the land that used to be Turtle Mountain Reserve (IR60). That evening, Eva
presented a speech in Deloraine. Her words poignantly describe the struggle
Dakota people still feel to belong in a land that was always their home.
“Sometimes the history doesn’t tell
the way it was, and today I’ll try to
share with you some of the stories of
our people.
“There was a family of about 25
who had come across the border during what we called the ‘Broken Egg
Incident of 1862.’” (In what is now
Minnesota.) “There are different versions of how these eggs were broken
and how the farmer’s wife got mad
and took a broom and hit one of our
Indian warriors. When he went back
to where his friends
were, his brother-in-law
made fun of him and said
jokingly, ‘You are afraid
of a white woman.’ He
was insulted by the
brother-in-law’s remarks
of being a coward. He went back with
three others and he killed the farmer’s
wife. This is where the 1862 Dakota
Uprising started.
“The story said that the Dakota
‘fled’ into Canada, Grandmother’s
country. But they didn’t flee; they just

walked away. They didn’t come in a
group or a band, they came in families. The Sioux people travelled all
over and no state was their home.
When they came into Canada, they
came home. They said this was Grandmother’s land. So they came back and
this was not a foreign country. Minnesota, North Dakota and Canada, this is
all their home land. We are the descendents of those people who did
not flee but they walked away.
“Our people suffered much and
the history books say
they went around begging. In our Indian culture,
no
Indians
begged. Indians shared
with each other the
things they had. It was
their way of life, and if I went to Bob
and said to him, “Could I have some
bread tonight? I will repay it tomorrow,” do you call that begging? There
was always sharing and they did not
go without. But when times were
hard, when whoever came and they

“We would like
to be there to
tell the story.”
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took over the hunting grounds and
there was no more buffalo, then our
people suffered. They did not blame
anyone, but they said it is the will of
God. We are suffering because of
those acts of violence that our relatives committed down south.
“The Indians of North America
shared this great country with those
people who came across the big waters. Many people took advantage –
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we are going to live as a big family,
the oil, the gold, you name it. Our
we sure would like you to know
grandparents, my people shared. But
what happens to us in our daily
some greedy people just took over,
lives. This is what we are trying to
and what we have now is very few
do now; sharing our way of life for a
acres. The future, not only for the
better understanding.
Sioux people, is
“We need to
at stake.
“The story said that
stand up and see the
“But we have,
the Dakota ‘fled’— world around us, see
instead of the
land,
another
they didn’t flee. The what has happened,
and if I can make it a
source of life. If it
books
say
they
went
better place by sharis not the resering a bit, I will look
vation, then it’s around begging—no
back and say ‘thank
got to be educaIndians begged.”
you God for giving me
tion. Education of
life.’ Thinking back 50
our
people
years ago, these things happen –
through the advice of the elders. The
these bad experiences. But they
spiritual people, the traditional leadsoon balance out and you come to
ers of our own people gave us the
the conclusion and say ‘Life has
strength to be able to survive in spite
been good.’
of what has happened to the Indian
“If there is going to be any more
people.
history to be written, I believe it is
“At this time the history books
going to be written in a way that we
about the Indian people tell a story
know it happened. We will be a part
that was researched and written by
of that history-making. We would
some people who didn’t understand.
like to be there to tell the story.”
But our own story is the story about
the loss of identity, the spiritual life
as we understood it; the cultural values of one’s life.
“Maybe a lot of you wonder what
a sweat lodge is all about. This is
something that we have never really
shared with anyone because our cultures, our traditional values for many
years, we kept under the table. But if
 Eva McKay with five generations of her family: her father, daughter, granddaughter and
great-grandchild.
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