American Fort
Today we regard the international boundary between Canada
and the United States as a static,
non-negotiable part of the landscape. This attitude towards the border is a relatively recent one, developed over the past 140 years. Before
the 1870s the border was not a solid
obstacle, especially not to the fur
trappers and traders who made a
living off the land.
The uncertainty of where the
international border was located
offered an opportunity for Canadian
and American fur traders to exploit
fur resources on either side of the
border. The Hudson’s Bay Company
(HBC) at that time had a near monopoly over the fur trade in North
America and often operated within
the boundaries of the United States.
The rising American Fur Company
returned the favour and went so far
as to claim that the entire Souris
River was south of the 49th parallel
and thus within the United States.
The American Fur Company was
established by John Jacob Astor, a
German immigrant to the United
States who rose to the top of the
American fur trading scene as an
independent by the end of the
1790s. The strategy that led him to
dominance was the purchase of 12
ships: by personally controlling the
shipment of his furs overseas, he
was able to send shipments to
Montreal first and then to England,
thereby avoiding British taxes. By
the time Astor launched the American Fur Company in New York in
1808 he had been trading with Native American trappers for nearly 20
years. The establishment of the
American Fur Company was an effort by Astor to challenge the power
of Canadian companies.
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A portion of the fort has been
eroded by the
Souris River, but
from what remains,
the size of the fort
is estimated to
have been 100 feet
by 120. The remains of cellar
holes and chimney
mounds
indicate
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 A hunter tracks a
moose in the winter
during the 1860s.
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