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 A conch shell gorget depicting
a Thunderbird was unearthed
from the Snyder II site. This type
of shell originated in the Gulf of
Mexico and reached what is now
southwest Manitoba through
trade. The shell dates between
AD 800-1350.
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other pits. The activities of modern
agriculture have wiped out evidence
of how many other storage pits there
might have been, in addition to whatever gardens or fields might have
been worked by the village residents
(these fields were probably located
on the nearby floodplain below the
storage pits).
Syms concluded
that the Snyder II
site was used as
a village during
the protocontact
period: that is,
during the time
when local Aboriginal
groups
were
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some
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items through trade
but before Europeans set up trading
posts in the area. The
site dates very loosely to
1610 AD.
The pit also revealed pottery shards from several Late
Plains Woodland vessels—artifacts
that have not been found before on
the Canadian plains. These artifacts
were dated to about 340 years ago.
The area surrounding the Snyder II
pit excavation is rich in evidence of
human activities. Apart from this site,
five other locations of archaeological
significance have been found on Cliff
Snyder’s land. Close to the Snyder II
site are burial mounds and earthworks which are connected with the
Devils Lake-Sourisford Burial Complex
(the same burial complex that includes the nearby Sourisford Linear
Burial Mounds).
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