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 Pictured here: Wing Ho Restaurant of Boissevain. In 1993 Terry and Ling Choy bought the
building and turned it into Choy’s Restaurant.

dents and diplomats to immigrate.
During these 24 years fewer than 50
Chinese were allowed into Canada.
The unfair and racist slant of Canadian immigration laws moulded the
early Chinese experience in Canada,
especially in the respect that women
and children were for the most part
absent until after 1947. The Chinese
Immigration Act prevented men already living and working in Canada
from bringing their families from China
to live with them. Such legislation had

Friendly Manitoba
A local report of the friendliness of
rural Manitoba is given by Suez Yuen,
whose husband, Tom Yuen, ran a café in
Lyleton, Manitoba.
In her words: “Lyleton people, old
and young, are very friendly. I can’t find
a place where people are so friendly,
not in China, not in Hong Kong, not in
any other place in Canada.”
Tom Yuen arrived in Lyleton in 1940
and his wife followed in 1951. The
townspeople of Lyleton were very helpful during the busy time of the Second
World War, helping Tom in his café by
volunteering to wash dishes and sell ice
cream and soft drinks.
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a huge impact on the development of
Chinese families, resulting in the development of a “bachelor society” among
the Chinese in Canada. Some men who
immigrated never married because of
the distance and time they spent away
from China. Others who left wives in
China found it difficult to return due to
the cost and a fear that they would not
be let back into Canada if they left.
They spent their lives in Canada as
bachelors, never reconnecting with
family overseas before their deaths.
Other married men found ways to return to China for brief visits, though
often incurring massive debt due to
the cost of travel. Sometimes they arranged for a son or nephew, and in
later years wives and children, to return with them.
Most who came to Canada from
China remained in British Columbia. At
this time Manitoba was an outpost
where few stayed. But precisely because of that there were more jobs
available, higher wages and generally
friendlier people than could be found
in British Columbia or Canada’s larger
urban centers. The populations in
Manitoba and other prairie provinces
were much smaller than BC or Ontario
and though the largely European settler population may have preferred
business owners who spoke good English, they welcomed and appreciated
the laundries and restaurants run by
Chinese entrepreneurs.
Chinese first began settling in Winnipeg around 1870. Soon afterwards
Brandon and rural prairie towns saw
Chinese men in their communities as
well. The first Chinese laundryman to
settle in Brandon was in 1884. By 1901
the Manitoba census listed an all-male
population of 206 Chinese men living
in Brandon. Ten years later this number had risen to 885.
The majority of Chinese immigrants worked in the laundry or restaurant business. Those with higher levels
of education and better English skills
could work as travelling salesmen.
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However, the restaurant is most commonly associated with the Chinese as
an occupation. Opening a restaurant
was a relatively logical thing for an
immigrant to do as it required no specifically Canadian skill-set. Even English was not a necessary requirement
as the universal language of hungry
bellies served to overcome the language barrier. Especially in the early
years, meals served in Chinese restaurants were largely improvised in the
absence of authentic Chinese ingredients.
Life was difficult for Chinese settlers on the Manitoban prairies. The
summers were hot and dry and the
winters cold and accompanied by
deep snow. Yet they worked through
the difficult conditions without nearby
families and sources of support. In
rural communities the Chinese restaurant and laundry owners learned English to make friends with their customers and others in the community in
order to make a living. Yet the hard
work and long hours made little time
available for socialising.
Most towns in western Manitoba
had a Chinese restaurant at least until
the 1950s. They made important contributions to rural Manitoba and fostered fond feelings among their customers and neighbours.
Today, Chinese restaurants continue to be a focal point in southwest
Manitoba’s communities.
Sources:
Boissevain History Committee. Beckoning Hills Revisited Morton
Boissevain 1881—1981. Altona: Friesen Printers, 1981. pp 74,
85.
Chinese Canadian National Council. “History.” Retrieved June 10,
2010. <http://www.ccnc.ca/redress/history.html>
Dalla-Vicenza, Peter. “Traditional Chinese Cafes Endure as a
Constant throughout Prairies.” Vancouver Sun. 1 April 2000.
Deloraine History Book Committee. Deloraine Scans a Century
1880—1980. Altona: Freisen Printers, 1980. pp 161.
Marshall, Alison R. “Chinese Immigration to Western Manitoba
Since 1884: Wah Hep, George Chong, the KMT, and the
United Church.” Journal of Canadian Studies. Vol 42, No 3.
(Autumn, 2008): 28-54.
---. “Early Chinese Settlers in Western Manitoba.” Manitoba
History. No 62 (Winter 2009): 2-8.
Melita-Arthur History Committee. Our First Century Town of
Melita and Municipality of Arthur. Altona: Friesen Printers,
1983. pp 386.
RM of Edward History Book Committee. Harvests of Time. Altona:
Friesen Printers, 1983. pp 206-7, 702.
Wickberg, Edgar, ed. From China to Canada: A History of the
Chinese Communities in Canada. Toronto: The Canadian
Publishers, 1982.
Photos: Boissevain Recorder Fonds. MG16 B1. Boissevain Community Archives

A Brief History of Local
Chinese Establishments
Pierson, 1929 – 1940. In 1929 Alex Ying,
a young Chinese man in Melita, bought a
cafe and remodelled it into a very up-todate establishment. He sold groceries,
meats, confectionaries and served meals
and short orders. In 1940 he leased the
building and moved to Brandon.

Melita. The building that was to become
the Carleton Cafe was owned and operated by Ho Wing and Mark Jing. They sold
it in 1921 to W. D. Hoe, who in turn sold
it in 1926 to George Yum. In 1928 Alex
Ying bought the business and put $10,000
of renovations into it, calling it the Carleton Cafe. Joe and Normon purchased it in
1932 and operated it for 10 years until
Frank and Jack Yuen took over. The cafe
closed for good in 1967, after which the
building was torn down.

Boissevain. At one time all of Boissevain’s laundries were operated by Chinese men who rarely advertised their
services. Little is recorded about them,
except that Boissevain had at least one
for many years. The earliest record of a
laundry in Boissevain is 1891, (though it
could possibly be earlier) when Sam Long
had a Laundry where the MAFRI office is
today on South Railway St. In 1935 Wo
Soon Hoy died from pulmonary thrombosis after providing laundry services to
Boissevain residents for many years.
1935 – post 1967. By 1935 (possibly
before) Yuen Sam was operating the
Peace Garden Café in Boissevain. In 1945
Gin Soon came to work at the Cafe. Yuen
Sam managed the cafe for 27 years until
Gene Yuen bought it in 1962.

Deloraine. Shih Ping Chan and his son
Ning Chen of Brandon moved to
Deloraine in the mid 1990s and bought a
building on North Railway from the Town
of Deloraine. They renovated it and
opened for business in February of 1995,
serving both Chinese and Western foods.
Shih Ping made a visit to China in 1997
and returned with Ai
Ping Chen who also
works at the restaurant.
The name of their establishment is “Hoy Sun
Chinese Restaurant.”
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