
 The Brockinton archaeological site 
is located along the Souris valley wall 
south of Melita. This site was occu-
pied by three different cultures over 
the last 1600 years. These occupa-
tions left be-
hind rare and 
a r c h a e o l o g i -
cally invaluable 
finds.  

Most re-
cently, an in-
digenous group 
known as the 
Williams cul-
ture used the location as a camping 
site which dates back just over 400 
years ago (1600 AD). This was a 
group of plains First Nations who 
were primarily dependant upon the 
bison. They produced uniquely deco-
rated pottery pieces: small bowls 
with twisted cord impressions in tri-
angular and horizontal patterns and 

tiny stamps created using materials 
such as reeds, bird feathers, quills or 
tiny bird bones. Some of the pottery 
pieces have a more broad decoration 
with smoother surfaces. These pottery 

fragments suggest a tie to the 
Oneota culture in southern Min-
nesota or Iowa. The Oneota in-
cluded several 
groups that 
occupied the 
area of these 
states be-
tween 1000 
and 1650 AD. 

Significantly, the 
Brockinton site 
was the first exca-
vated evidence of 
the Williams cul-
ture. 

Going back 
another couple 
hundred years, 

the Duck Bay Culture utilised the site 
for camping sometime between 1100 
and 1350 AD. They were a group of 
woodland First Nations who adapted 
to the seasonal bison hunting of plains 
people. They adopted a number of 
traits found in plains cultures, such as 
the use of Knife River flint which came 
from western North Dakota and was 
used for tool-making. Another trait 
that was adopted was the use of a flat 
milling stone with which they ground 
up seeds. Artifacts found at the site 
from this era include: sherds of large 
woodland pottery (distinguished by 
cord wrapped impressions and shal-
low stamps), endscrapers, bifaces and 
three mini stone awls. Also found 
were projectile points with broken 
bases that had been abandoned when 
arrows had been repaired with new 
points. A channelled sandstone 
abrader for smoothing wooden shafts 
was also found, a rarity in Manitoba. 
The animal remains discovered at the 
site reflect a mixed economy fed by 
bison, canines, beaver, deer and fish.  

During its earliest occupation 
around 800 AD, the Brockinton Site 
was used as a bison kill and butchering 
site. Indigenous peoples used the con-
tours of the landscape to drive bison 
down the valley to the riverbank 
where they built a structure known as 
a pound. The pound consisted of a 
collection of posts driven into the 
ground in a row among the trees 

  A layer of bison bones several meters underground is revealed during an 
archaeological dig conducted by Leigh Syms during the 1970s. 

 This sketch of a bison pound illustrates the way in which bison were chased down the Souris valley wall 
where they became caught in a structure much like this. 

Brockinton Site 

The bison pound 
was a rare find. 

Not  because of its 
use, but rather 
what was done 

with it after. 
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growing on the bank. The structure 
was about 1.5 metres thick and held 
together using horizontal branches 
and saplings intertwined among the 
posts and trees. Gaps in the structure 
were covered with hides. Bison would 
then be herded down 
the steep valley of the 
Souris River to run 
tripping and tumbling 
into the structure. This 
proved to be an effi-
cient method of killing bison with a 
minimum of bone breakage. The site 

has yielded a fantastic number of small 
side-notched arrows, ranging from 10 
to 45 pounds of material per square 
meter.  

 The pound at Brockinton was a 
rare find, not so much because of its 

use, but rather what 
was done with it after 
it had served its pur-
pose. Though evidence 
suggests that the site 
was hurriedly aban-

doned, extreme care was taken in leav-
ing the landscape as it had been. After 

its use the pound was dismantled to 
the point that the holes left by the 
posts were filled in with vertically 
placed bison bones. The site is one of 
the first and certainly the best docu-
mented cases of such a rare occur-
rence.  
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 A charming stone house graces 
the bank above the Brockinton His-
toric Site. Though obviously in disre-
pair, it sits solidly atop the valley’s 
eastern edge. Perched in front of 
such a view, it seems to survey the 
Souris valley laid out in front of it; 
unnoticed as it passively contem-
plates the seasons in their inevitable 
march slowly past. 
 I have visited the Brockinton Site 
a handful of times and am always 
struck by this little house. It is per-
fectly situated so that it greets any 
visitor who intends to visit the site of 
the ancient bison pound. Often I 
have wondered what the story be-
hind this house is. I am pleased to be 
able to share a very little bit of that 
history with you today. 
 An Englishman by the name of 
W.T. Brockinton arrived in Brandon 
in the spring of 1882 accompanied 
by his wife and two children. He was 
a graduate of Oxford University in 
London, and though offered a posi-
tion with the Birmingham Railroad, 
he decided to make his way to Can-
ada’s newly available western prai-
ries to take up farming. After reach-

ing Brandon 
by rail, the 
Brockintons 
travelled by 
ox and cart 
along the Yel-
low Quill trail 
to the banks 
of the Souris 
River. A hand-
ful of miles north of Sourisford they 
located the homestead that they had 
chosen off of a homestead map in 
Ontario. 
 During the summer of 1884 
Brockinton received a pre-emption 
to homestead on the northeast quar-
ter of 10-3-27. It was here that he 
had the stone house built in 1895. 
 The Brockintons had three more 
children in Canada, some of whom 
lived in the stone house overlooking 
the prairie. Mr and Mrs Brockinton 
lived on their original homestead 
until their deaths in 1933 and 1924, 
respectively. 
 The Brockinton Historical Site was 
designated in 1973 and  named after 
this pioneer family who first home-
steaded the quarter.  
  The presence of this stone house 
reminds me again of the layers of 
history that exist on every section of 

land—and indeed every trail, river, 
lake or geographical feature. Each has 
multiple stories to be told. Not only 
was this site the location of a bison 
pound and other activities, more re-
cently (that is, in the last 130 years or 
so) it was a home where a farmer 
lived and made a living.  
 Regardless of whether or not this 
farming family knew about the very 
different economy the land under 
their plough was witness to centuries 
earlier, their story adds another layer 
to the history of the land and the his-
tory of the area.  
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The Brockinton House   

  The stone house that sits above the 
Brockinton site was built in 1895. 

This proved to be an 
effective method of 

killing bison. 
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