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The three occupations of Pine Fort or Fort des Epinettes on the middle Assiniboine River potentially provide insights into three distinct periods of Western Canadian fur trade history.  The first occupation (1768-1781?) corresponds with the period immediately following the British conquest, when free traders from Montreal began to make major inroads into the North West fur trade.  The second (1785-1794) was established only a year after the formation of the first permanent North West Company partnership and continued through the time of that company's greatest expansion.  The third, Larocque’s fort (1807-1811?) was built by the Nor’Westers just prior to the outbreak of the most intensive rivalry between the North West and Hudson’s Bay Companies, when repeated attempts to regulate the trade via cartel foreshadowed the union of 1821.

The first post on the Assiniboine was La Vérendrye's Fort la Reine, built in 1738.
  Others followed, but they were abandoned before or during the Seven Years’ War.  Soon after the British conquest in 1760, English adventurers now based in Montreal began to engage in the fur trade and quickly moved into the interior.  The Aboriginal rebellion known as Pontiac’s Conspiracy halted this movement for a while, but was resumed after the Aboriginals’ defeat.  The British colonial government attempted to regulate the pedlars’ westward expansion by limiting the trade within the confines of designated posts, but this decree proved to be ineffective and was withdrawn in 1768.


By 1766
, free traders had reached Lake Winnipeg and at least by the following year they were on the Assiniboine.  In his diary of 1793 written en route to Fort Esperance (near the confluence of the Qu’Appelle and the Assiniboine), John Macdonell writes of passing “the place where Mr. Blondishes Fort stood” upstream from “the site of an ancient Fort de la Reine.”
  “Blondishes Fort” probably was established by Maurice Blondeau or his younger cousin in 1766 or 1767 inasmuch as Blondeau was given a pass to take two canoes to Fort la Reine and Fort Dauphin in 1767.
  A Hudson’s Bay Company journal contemporary to that of Macdonell refers to passing “Mr. Currie’s old Fort made in 1767.”
  This was almost certainly a post built by Thomas Corry, a free trader who also was given a pass in 1767 to take two canoes to Rainy Lake and Lake of the Woods.


It was against this background that Pine Fort was first established about 1768.  In the Hudson’s Bay Company Brandon House Journal of 1796-97, there is an entry by James Sutherland surveying its remains.

1796

September 12 … This [Pine Fort] has been a capital place … and which I am told stood twenty-eight years, being the principal residence of Mr. Robert Grant.

The identity of the Fort’s founders has never definitely been established, although A.S. Morton has advanced the theory that Forrest Oakes and his partners were those responsible.
  He bases this supposition on a letter written by Major A.S. De Peyster of Michilimackinac to Governor Haldimand on October 4, 1779.  De Peyster refers to Oakes as a possible source of information regarding the murder of a Mr. Prudhomme on the Assiniboine in 1778 about twenty miles below Pine Fort.  Morton notes that William Tomison, the Hudson's Bay Company employee, during his inland journey of 1767, wrote of an Englishman occupying a post near the mouth of [Morton speculates] the Red River.  Since Oakes may have been at Rainy Lake a year earlier (hence in an accessible location for a further westward foray) and was certainly near Pine Fort in 1778, Morton postulates that “in the autumn of [1768] he followed Corry up the Assiniboine and built Pine Fort on that stream about six miles south-east of Brandon Junction.”  He further asserts that this theory is strengthened by the kinds of fur trade partnerships into which Oakes entered in 1767 and 1771.  One of the partners of the 1771 agreement was Joseph Fulton who by 1774 was stationed at Fort Dauphin.  Another was Peter Pangman, well known for his fur trade exploits, who possibly built a post on Cedar Lake around the same time, according to Morton.  The remaining partner was Charles Boyer, whose association with Oakes stemmed from the initial partnership of 1767, and who was an occupant of Fort des Trembles on the Assiniboine down river from Pine Fort in 1780 when it was attacked by Aboriginals.

Morton says that these varied fur trade activities required a food supply and distribution system, and inasmuch as Oakes and Boyer were minor shareholders in the 1771 partnership, he speculates that Pine Fort was the primary source of pemmican for the extended ventures of the larger concern.


These conclusions are based on very slim evidence, to say the least.  W.S. Wallace disputes the contention that Oakes was the first English trader from Montreal on the Red River in 1766, saying that Thomas Corry is a more likely candidate.
  In any event, Morton’s view that Pine Fort served primarily as a pemmican supply centre is not supported by the evidence.  As Merriman says,
At the posts on the prairies which these traders established or took over from the French, the flesh of the bison was commonly used for food; but the contrast between the plenty at one post and the scarcity at another not far away shows that there was still no organization for collecting provisions.

The individual pedlars from Montreal established several posts in their fur trade operations, but none of these assumed the proportions of the North West Company network.  Pemmican production in Pine Fort would have been limited to meeting the fort’s own needs, and perhaps a few others, while the emphasis would have been on trading furs.

It has not been established when the first occupation of Pine Fort was terminated, but it is known that nearby Fort des Trembles (Poplar Fort) was abandoned in 1781 as a result of an Aboriginal attack.  Concurrently, a small pox epidemic raged through the area, decimating the Aboriginal population and causing the deaths of a number of white traders.  Macdonell wrote of this phenomenon in 1780, saying that the Aboriginals had intentions of “cutting off all the white men in the interior”, but the plague “sweeping off three fourths of them, they had to abandon their plans.”
  Apparently the threat of annihilation, coupled with the epidemic, precipitated Pine Fort’s abandonment about 1781.


Rebuilt by the North West Company “in the days of Robert Grant” (about 1785)
, Pine Fort assumed a more significant role in the fur trade with the added activities of provisioning and trade good distribution.  Provisioning centred on the production of pemmican.  Consisting of dried buffalo meat mixed with fat, pemmican would keep indefinitely and nutritionally was the equivalent of three to four times its own weight in fresh meat.  To facilitate transport over portages, it was stored in ninety pound bags or taureaux made from sacks or buffalo hides.


The importance of pemmican production to the fur trade operations of both the North West and Hudson’s Bay Companies should not be understated.  More than any other factor, the development of a cheap, imperishable food made possible the extended presence of the Montreal traders in the West and encouraged the Hudson’s Bay Company to move inland.

Because of its proximity to the vast buffalo herds of the great plains, the Assiniboine basin was in an ideal position to supply the posts of the major fur bearing regions of the north with their food requirements.  Provisions were shipped to Fort des Prairies on the Saskatchewan, where they were distributed to the north and west; and to Bas de la Rivière at the mouth of the Winnipeg River to service the east-bound canoe brigades.


In the May 17th entry of the 1794-95 Brandon House Journal, Robert Goodwin alludes to the provisioning status of the North West Company’s Assiniboine River posts, while suggesting a similar course for the Hudson’s Bay Company.
… the Red River can supply the other Settlements with Pimeticon in ye same manner as ye Canud [Canadians] does it certainly is more Expense for Provs. than ye Furrs but meat in this part is looked on as useful.

While Goodwin found procuring meat for provisions to be an expensive proposition, he also realized its importance to the general fur trade.


The provision trade was also the basis for many expeditions sent from Pine Fort to the Mandans and other tribes of the Upper Missouri region, i.e., Hidatsas and Arikaras.  Peter Pond, the famous Nor’Wester, wrote on his map of 1785:

Here upon the Branches of the Missury live the Maundians [Mandans] who bring to our factory at Fort Epinett, on the Assinipoil River Indian corn for sale.  Our people go to them with loaded Horses in twelve days.

This route had been exploited off and on since La Vérendrye's time and had been a major part of the trade of the first occupation.


The Mandans were a predominantly agricultural society, growing in addition to corn, “beans, pumpkins, tobacco, Ec.”
  They also traded furs although, like the Assiniboines and Crees, rather more wolf skins and buffalo robes than beaver pelts.
  A particularly important trade item was horses.  According to Robert Goodwin, the Mandan settlement “is ye very place the North West Company is supplied with all their horses.”


One major problem posed by the Mandan trade was the possible desertion of men sent on the expeditions.  The expeditions consisted of post employees or, more commonly, of free traders outfitted by the posts
, who were to repay their credits on their return.  Since in either case these men were entrusted with rather large amounts of the company’s goods, losses through theft were potentially high.  The following is John Macdonell’s account of the return of one group of traders to Fort Esperance on February 4, 1794.

Seven of the Men who went to Trade at the Missouri with The Mandans Ec  return’s – But two of those Sent have thought proper to remain there as deserters.

Donald Mackay, the first master of Brandon House, wrote of Pine Fort’s commander, John Milln, having encountered the same problem.
  A later journal at Brandon House refers to the question of running “the risk of Provisions” but the writer considered the risks worthwhile “as these Savages have bro’t vast Quantity.”
  Indeed, in summing up the 1799-1800 period, Robert Goodwin wrote that “my trade would have been very little had it not been for my Men going two trips to the Mandans.”


At the same time, inter-tribal rivalries made the trip somewhat perilous.  In 1793 John Macdonell relates:
… the tragical end of Mr. David Monin, the North West cleark whom Mr. Robert Grant left in charge of Pine Fort last spring.  He undertook a jaunt to the Mississoury country contrary to his duty by the solicitations of Morgan, Jussomme and Cardin free men who accompanied him for the austensible motive of providing himself with a capital horse; but on his return from there accompanied by Morgan, he fell in with a war party of Sioux, who had just cut off fifteen lodges of Assinibonans near tete a la Biche, and who instantly dispat(c)hed both.

Nor were the Sioux the only tribe to pose problems for the Mandan trading expeditions.  The Assiniboines, whose function as middlemen between the Montreal pedlars and western Aboriginal tribes had evaporated by the late eighteenth century, nonetheless continued to be go-between in the Mandan trade.  They bartered their second hand goods,
 i.e., kettles, guns, etc. with the Mandans for meat and buffalo robes, which, in turn, they traded with the Assiniboine posts.  The Assiniboines jealously guarded this vestige of their middleman status and not uncommonly attacked the Pine Fort expeditions, seeing them as a threat to their economic position.


The Aboriginals who traded at Pine Fort included Assiniboine and Cree who inhabited the area, and also Saulteaux.  The Brandon House report of 1822 isolates six bands
 of Assiniboines in their trading area, one ranging between the Souris mouth and the Missouri River, and another extending from the Souris mouth to the Qu’Appelle Lakes.  Between 1790 and 1821, the Cree inhabited roughly the same areas, although they tended to concentrate in the areas immediately around the posts, i.e., the Souris-Assiniboine confluence.
  In 1797, John Macdonell, the clerk at Brandon House described the Aboriginals trading with Fort Assiniboine, Pine Fort’s successor on the middle Assiniboine after 1794:

The Indians that trade at the Rivière la Souris are a mixture of all the Nations in the Assiniboine River; the Crees are the most numerous; the others are roving Sauteux that are sometimes here, sometimes at Fort Dauphin, sometimes at the Lac Manitou Ban, and other places wherever fancy takes them – but much more indolent than those to be met with in the river du Pas.

What Macdonell interpreted as indolence in the Assiniboines was rather a greater independence
 from the fur traders than was present in the other tribes.


Inasmuch as their roles as middlemen between the more westerly tribes and the Assiniboine traders was undermined by the expansion of the fur trade, both Crees and Assiniboines adapted quickly to their new function as suppliers of pemmican and grease to the provisioning posts of the Assiniboine River.  They continued to trade in furs, although fur trade expansion and depletion of the beaver population in the parkland area of the Upper Assiniboine forced them to switch to deal mainly in wolf skins and buffalo robes.  As one Brandon House master noted, “The Assiniboils brings poor furrs, Wolves being ye principal of their trade.”


The general pattern by which the Aboriginals’ services for a season were secured was for the post traders to advance trade goods in the fall on credit.  The Aboriginals then would hunt to repay the loan.  This procedure might take the form of a tribal commitment or an individual one.  For example John Macdonell writes in his November 16, 1793 journal entry, “La Petite Rivière agreed to hunt for us this winter for 60 skins.”
  Alternatively, there were obvious advantages in engaging an entire band’s services, and the traders showered favours on the Aboriginal chiefs towards this end.


At the same time, an individual’s or band’s undertaking to patronize a particular post would not guarantee the Nor’Westers a successful years’ trade.  Two factors could stand in the way: The Aboriginals’ lack of a concept of “property”
 in the European sense; and the distortion of normal trading patterns, which, in the Assiniboine region, occurred after 1793.  The interplay of these two factors created the losses for both Hudson’s Bay and North West Companies.  The Aboriginals would trade only for what they needed.  No measure of incentives could induce them to hunt or collect pemmican unless they required goods for the post.  In the period of most intensive rivalry the Aboriginals’ requirements were served through minimal effort, and so from the perspective of the English Canadian, whose trade had suffered accordingly, they were “a lazy and perfidious lot.”


Numerous references to this problem are to be found both in North West and Hudson’s Bay journals of the 1790s.  Of the Upper Assiniboine River situation, Macdonell wrote in 1797,

This trade has been almost ruined since the Hudson Bay Company entered the Assiniboil River by way of Swan River … [They] can arrive … in the Assiniboil River, a month sooner than we can return to Grand Portage, secure in the fall trade, give credits to the Indians, and send them to hunt before our arrival.

With respect to the mid-Assiniboine trade, on the other hand, the Hudson’s Bay masters at Brandon House fill their journals with complaints of the Nor’Westers’ attempts to undercut their trade.  For example, Donald Mackay writes in 1794

Jan. 3   … [I] gave the Indians what they wanted Tobacco and Brandy, this is now a General Custom the Canadians make so large a present to the Indians since we are in opposition to them that it is impossible to believe it.

and

Feb. 14  This two opposition [Fort Assiniboine and Rivière la Souris] destroys the trade one must now pay Double of what it used to be and more than the value of a skin.

This situation worsened with time, as greater and greater amounts of liquor were required for trading, and culminated in the attempts by the respective concerns on the Assiniboine to limit competition.


Trade between the Nor’Westers and the Aboriginals followed certain institutionalized patterns, surrounding the ritual of exchanging gifts.  Theoretically gifts were offered by either party without the expectation that the reciprocation would be related to an economic standard (which would run counter to the Aboriginals’ traditional conception of the trade), but this did not bear out in practice.  John Macdonell’s Journal, written while he was a clerk at Fort Esperance, provides many examples of a close relationship between the trading goods with which he was prepared to dispense and the size of the Aboriginals’ gifts of furs and meat.  He could not, of course, set up an exact correspondence for fear of alienating the Aboriginals, but in general the pattern holds, as the following account of trade with four Aboriginals attests:

L’Homme qui Fummette arrived & made a present of 10 skins & 14 ps Dried Meat; Le Beaufils de Tabeault, one of 17 Skins & 15 ps … Le Gros Francais sent his [writ?] with a present of 10 Sks and 9 ps Dried Meat, L’homme qui S’Encule sent his [writ?] with 13 Skins & 10 pc Dried Meat – Gave the former 7 Galls the Beaufils de Tabault 9 Galls The Gros Francais ½ a keg; and the latter 7 Galls.


There are no direct references to the actual articles traded at Pine Fort.  What information there is about trading goods of the middle Assiniboine is gleaned from the records of other posts.  At Fort la Reine, for example, near present-day Portage la Prairie, La Vérendrye described the gifts he made to the Assiniboines as having included powder, ball, tobacco, axes, knives, chisels and awls.
  More specifically relevant to the period and corporate context in which the North West Company’s Pine Fort was operative is John Macdonell's inventory of trading goods at Fort Esperance in 1794.  A wide assortment of articles are listed but in the main these can be broken down into four categories, in descending order of importance: liquor (rum, highwines, brandy) and tobacco (Spencer’s Twist, Brazil tobacco); arms and ammunition (guns, shot, ball, powder, flintlocks, gunlocks); clothing and material (capots, shirts, chief’s hats, shoes, gloves) and household articles and utensils (scissors, thimbles, awls, knives).
  Closer in location to Pine Fort were the Souris mouth posts, of which the Hudson’s Bay Company’s Brandon House kept detailed record with respect to trade goods.  In an important reference to the trading practices of the North West Company people at Fort Assiniboine, Donald MacKay remarked in 1794, “they bring nothing else but Rum only Tobo & Ammunition & Coutlery &c .  Cloth is of no Value in this part of the country …”
  This statement is particularly interesting in its comment on the insignificance of cloth to the general trade.  Less then ten years later, John Mackay of Brandon House observed that in the rival “XY” company’s trade, cloth and blankets were preferred articles, along with silver trinkets and Wampum beads.
  A recent study of trading goods dispensed by various Hudson’s Bay posts confirms that by the 1810-1814 period (corresponding with the third Pine Fort occupation) cloth had assumed an important role in the transactions of Brandon House, hence, in the vicinity of Pine Fort.


There were important differences in trading preferences among the various tribes.  Liquor, for example, was said to be useless in trading with the Mandans, but was, with tobacco, the item most in demand among the Crees and Assiniboines.  Arthur J. Ray states that the Assiniboines were interested primarily in obtaining rum, brandy, tobacco, knives, ammunition and trinkets.  The Crees and Saulteaux sought the same items, with a heavier emphasis on firearms.


There are grounds for suspicion that the North West Company traders were less than ethical in their dealings with the Aboriginals.  The hostilities of 1780-81 on the mid-Assiniboine apparently were precipitated by the poisoning of an Aboriginal by an overdose of opium procured from a Montreal trader.  Through the writings of the various masters of Brandon House, which admittedly are biased, a picture nonetheless emerges    of the Nor’Westers indiscriminately doling out liquor for the sole purpose of eliminating competition.  Certainly they seem to have alienated the Aboriginals to a much greater extent than the Hudson’s Bay Company, which adhered to relatively standard trading practices.  In speaking of the return journey from Brandon House on May 15, 1796, the Master writes:

The Canad’s are getting to start too as they intend to keep company with us till we cross the Grand Lake, on acc’t that the Inds. have threaten’d to fire on them as they pass the fork.  It is very surprising that the Inds. are always doing them some mischief or other for my part I never saw an Indn that ever offered any Insult to me.

The Nor’Westers were forced to cut costs at every opportunity because the sheer expense of transport to Montreal automatically put them at a disadvantage to the Hudson’s Bay Company.  Undoubtedly their relations with the Aboriginals suffered accordingly.


During the 1785-1794 occupation, Pine Fort served as a major supply and distribution centre to the Upper Assiniboine River for the North West Company.  After receiving and storing goods from Grand Portage on Lake Superior, the fort’s traders would ship these up the Assiniboine to such posts as Forts Esperance and Rivière Tremblante.  It continued in this capacity until virtually the end of the occupation, even after the North West Company’s Fort Assiniboine was set up in 1793 at the Souris mouth.  The following are entries from Macdonell’s Journal written at Fort Esperance in 1794.

January 3  Sent 10 men to the Pine Fort for goods.

January 18  The fifteen men sent to the Pine Fort, returned here with 4 rolls Brazil tobacco, 1 roll Spencer’s twist, 1 Keg powder, 3 sacks balls, 2 bales goods, 3 kegs high wines, 8 lbs. vermillion, 6 bunches blue beads, 3 laced capots of 4 ells, 2” 3 ½, 1” 3 ells, and 5 blankets 2 ½ pts.

The next month Macdonell sent six men to Pine Fort for goods and they returned on March 2, 1794 with “6 kegs Hws. [Highwines] 2 bales goods and 3 Sacs Ball …”  On March 5, he again sent some of his men to pick up goods at Pine Fort.


Regarding Pine Fort’s role as a supply and distribution centre, D.A. Stewart has suggested that it served as a major source of Wattap for the North West Company.
  Wattap, or spruce rootlets, was used to sew birch bark canoes together.  Stewart noted that La Vérendrye did not venture beyond Fort la Reine in 1738 because he could not be sure of the presence of Wattap with which to mend his canoes.  In fact, spruce trees were to be found only a few miles up the Assiniboine, in la Grande Trembliere, the wooded area encompassed by present-day Spruce Woods Forest Reserve.  Stewart’s suggestion seems plausible.  Up river from Fort la Reine, Macdonell wrote that his west bound party “raised bark to mend our canoes.”
  At the same time, this function clearly was secondary.


In 1793, the free-trader Peter Grant established Fort Rivière la Souris on the Assiniboine near the Souris River mouth.  The Hudson’s Bay Company followed suit by setting up an adjacent post, Brandon House.  This effectively broke Pine Fort’s dominant position vis-à-vis the mid-Assiniboine and Mandan trade, and that fall the North West Company built Assiniboine House to counter its new competition.  Although most of its fur trading activities were assumed by this post, Pine Fort continued to be operative for almost a year afterwards.  Even after it was abandoned as a continuously occupied post, Pine Fort was used by the North West Company as a summer landing place for supplies shipped from the east.  From there, the goods would be sent on horseback to Assiniboine House.

In the spring of 1794, the fort was divested of most of its wintering crew and, presumably, of its stock of goods.  John Macdonell wrote of his supervision of the preparations for sending off the Upper Assiniboine region canoe brigades eastward from Pine Fort.

May 13  Finished marking the Pine Fort packs arranged the men in the canoes and boats just in the same order they arrived here last fall.

May 15  Sent off the canoes and boats in the morning … Took the inventory of the remains at the Pine Fort.


A recurrent theme in Pine Fort’s history is its difficult relations with the Aboriginals, precipitated partly by its trading practices and partly by the occupational hazard of dealing with several tribes in a period of incessant inter-tribal hostilities.  In any case, it is quite possible that this factor precipitated, or, at least, acted as a catalyst to hasten the fort’s abandonment in 1794.  John Sutherland of Brandon House wrote in his journal on July 3, 1794 that 600 Sioux were on their way to destroy Pine Fort because it provided the Assiniboines, with whom they were at war, with their ammunition.  This fate was averted only at the last minute, when, eleven days later, a Mr. McKay bought off the Sioux with “the value of 200 skins.”


The third and last occupation of Pine Fort was established by the North West Company’s François Larocque in 1807.  Then in charge of Assiniboine House, Larocque described the process of setting up the new post in his journal:

In May I had the house and hangards which were not of absolute an immediate necessity thrown down and had them rafted to a place called Pine Fort (from an old fort that had been there in Mr. Robert Grants time) about 13 miles lower down the River in pursuance of directions from Mr. J. McDonell who had planned the erection of a fort at that place and the demolition of the one where I had wintered.  Kept all the men that I could spare at work in rebuilding those hangards and before I left the place all the property was removed to the new fort and under cover.


H.T. Mackie says that the fort was built in an attempt to cash in on the Aboriginal trade that presumably still gravitated to the area thirteen years after its abandonment.  This seems rather far fetched.  The previous year, while travelling on the Assiniboine, Alexander Henry noted that a famine had struck the Aboriginals both at Portage des Prairies and Fort Assiniboine and that trade consequently was nil.
  Larocque’s fort probably was set up, rather, in a desperation move to counter the effects of excessive competition and concomitant depletion of furs in the region.  Both the Hudson’s Bay and North West Companies indulged in the practice of setting up posts for the sole purpose of siphoning off trade.  In the 1794-95 season there were over twenty fur trade posts in the Red River region alone.


In response to this counter-productive situation, the North West and Hudson’s Bay trades made several attempts at forming a combine to stop the upward spiral of costs.  In 1806, just a year before Pine Fort was re-established, Larocque wrote at Assiniboine House of an understanding he had reached with the Brandon House traders.

We entered into some agreements in the fall with regard to the Indians and trade with them which we inviolably kept and which we found to be of mutual advantage.

Evidently attempts at limiting competition continued throughout Pine Fort’s tenure, as the following entry in the 1809-1810 journal attests.

Mr. Jn McDonald on his journey to Fort de pinette called at my house and slept he wished to make preposition to me concerning the trade which I could not comply to.

However, the Pine Fort traders’ advances were consummated when an arrangement was reached between the North West Company’s John Pritchard and the Brandon House master, William Yorston.

1810 October 1  Mr. John Pritchard went off for Pine Fort.
October 8  Self [William Yorston] and John McKay [Jr.] went down to Pine Fort to make arrangements with Mr. John Pritchard concerning the trade.

November 8  Mr. Pritchard came to enquire from Pine Fort if I had any objections to the agreement that had been confirmed concerning the trade.  I answered in the negative / No.


The Larocque occupation was apparently a fairly important operation.  This is evidenced by the North West Company’s decision of 1808 that since “four out of six posts produced only 53 Packs and 26 Bags Pemican … that these four posts should be abandoned, and that only the Rivière qui Appelle and Pine Fort should be established for the following year.”
  Furthermore, apart from fur trading and pemmican production, other ancillary functions were fulfilled by Pine Fort.  Just as Assiniboine House had been a service centre
 for the department in the 1790s, Pine Fort assumed this role after 1807.  That Larocque’s fort employed a blacksmith is indicated by the following reference to an anvil in the fort’s possession.

1808 December 7  About noon, John Ram Kipling and James Mainland arrived from Qu’Appelle with a Letter from Mr. McDonald enclosing an order to Mr. Jalcon the Master at Fort de Pinette to deliver up the anvil he has at his house to me.


A.S. Morton and, more recently, Robert Malcolmson, have suggested that Fort Esperance near the Assiniboine-Qu’Appelle confluence was abandoned in 1810 because of hostilities with the Aboriginals.  The last extant references to Pine Fort as an inhabited post are recorded in the spring of 1811 in the Brandon House Journal.  Given its own history of tenuous relations with the Aboriginals, and its economic viability, the last occupation of Pine Fort probably did not survive its counterpart by more than a year or two.

In conclusion, the experience of Pine Fort is a microcosm of many key aspects of the north-west fur trade.  A versatile post, it served, alternatively, in pemmican preparation, in supply and distribution of trading goods, in servicing the maintenance of other Assiniboine posts, and as an actual fur trade post.  It saw the movement of Montreal free traders and then the Hudson’s Bay Company, into its trading area, experiencing the development from small scale competition into all-out rivalry of the big companies.  Its trade routes ran along both the Assiniboine and Souris valleys, and its Aboriginal clients included a spectrum of tribes, from the agricultural societies of the Upper Missouri, to the nomadic plains Cree and Assiniboine of the mid-Assiniboine.  In this light, Pine Fort should continue to be of special interest to students of early Manitoban history.
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� Beaver pelts were nonetheless fairly important in the Mandan trade.  The October 27, 1805 Brandon House Journal entry refers to the Nor’Westers going for 200 Beaver skins (also July 16, 1805).


� Sometimes more than one fur trade outfit would sponsor an expedition, as in the case of Cardin and Jussomme, free traders specializing in the Mandan trade, who sought the joint backing of Peter Grant and John Macdonell


� This is indicated by the following reference to Assiniboine House in the 1796-1797 Brandon House Journal:


“The N.W. Company keeps a Cooper here all summer and winter who supplies all their settlements as he always travels between; besides a Blacksmith which repairs the Hatchets and makes many other articles”.
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